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ExecurivE SUMMARY

Fact finding conducted in this report took place afer significant
political cevebpments in Burma. @ the 31st of Januarythe newy-instated
parliament corvened br the first time in the county since the Burmese
regime officially dissolved the $ate Reace and Deelopment Council (SPDC).
The ransfer of Sate power from the ot government to the new was finaized
on the 30th of March. Despie these stuctural changes and the gpearance of
civilian government, human rights abuses commited by the military regime
continue unabated in the Mon ethnic territories of Southern Burma.

Beginning in December 2010, Burmese Ng Unit No. 43, uner the
command of Ka Dike-based government navy regional command head
quarters, be@n to confiscak the rubber pantations and househal plots of
villagers on we Thone Nyi Ma I€lnd, Y¥byu Township, Tennaserim
Division. Since then, alldnd on which red signboads were phced ty the
navy has been confiscatd This report documents the confiscaton of over
1,000 aces of &and on Kwe Thone Nyi Ma Isind Hovever, HURFOM bund
that Navy Unit No. 43 has sureyed and maked out a ptal of another 3,000
acres of &nd to be consficaed from the resicents of ywe Thone Nyi Ma
Island and the eastrly neighboring villages acoss the water in Yebyu
Township.

Officiak from Navy Unit No. 43 eplained that the &nd seized vould
be used as arining field for military skills raining and constucting army
barracks and hosels. Land vas confiscaed from around 240 rubber
plantation owners without compensaton, and a écree was issted banning
landowners from culivating or entering their plots. Seizues ranged from
four to ten acres and consistd of ateady-in-production rubber plantations
and padly lands that provided villagers in the aea with susainablke incomes
and future mondary security. Without means to support themselves. they
are unabe to feed their families and send their chdren to schl. And in
some cases, they are forced from their homes.

According to the Lhited Naions statute on Crimes Aginst Humanity,
“the forcible ransfer of a popuétion” constitutes a crime aginst humanity.
By seizing &nd ateady owned and cutivated by villagers on Kwe Thone
Nyi Ma Ishnd and neaby villages in ¥byu Township, the Burmese
Government, bd by the Lhion Soidarity and Derelopment Party (USDP)has
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effectively confiscaed and brced the brmer population to evacuate the
island and their avn land pbts. Not ony has the Burmese geernment
blatantly disregarded the UN'’s sttutes on crimes aginst humanity by robbing
its citizens of their livelihoods and brcing them to re-locate, but the
government has committed these crimes even after it supported the U.N.
Dechration on the Ridnts of Indigenous Reopk.

The data gathered by HURFOM fidd researchers cearly shows that
the seizure of ind, though informed of bebrehand by the placement of ed
signboards, ok no account of the indvidual owners’ permission. And
months kter, former landowners have receved no compensaibn. Ako, within
the UN Dedration on the Ridnts of Indigenous Reopk, there is a specified
protection of ethnic minorit ies native to the area. It is eident by the bnd
confiscation conducted on Kywe Thone Nyi Ma I€ind, in which the total
population is ethnic Mon, that this protection of ethnic minorities was
compktely disregarded Now, mary ethnic Mon have been érced off their
native knd and househal plots, and ae obliged to make a ife dsewhere.

Recommend ations
To Mon Political Party: All Mon Region Democracy Party

Though the national elections, which the Burmese geernment hed
on November 7, 2010, vere ceemed fraudulent and unfair by most
international bodies, a small number of official from the ehnic minority
parties gained political positions within the new pariament. Amongst these
new officials are politicians from the All Mon Regions Demearacy Rarty
(AMRDP). The AMRDRan on the basis of figting for the rights of the g¢hnic
Mon peope in Burma. Acording to their pledges, it is ecommenatd that the
AMRDP ake note of the &nd confiscaton and human richts abuses ongoing
in Kywe Thone Nyi Ma Igind, most of which are dir ectly affecting the Mon
population living on the ishnd As patiamentary members in a ggernment
designated “cemocracy; HURFOM impbres AMRDPd take isste with these

human rights abuses in #byu Township and seek change and compensan.

To Internat ional Labour O rganization in Burma:

Burma has ao ratified a convention against the use of érced hbor
with the International Labor Giganization. Mary cases ofdnd confiscaton
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in Burma have kd to the use of érced hbor to cutivate nd seized fom
villagers. URFOM adiises the ILO to pay special atention to the hnd
confiscation abuses ongoing on Yve Thone Nyi Ma Isind in order to insure
that forced hbor does not acur.

To UN Human Rights Special Rapporteur on Myanmar:

Finally, to Tomas Qea Quintna, the Wited Natons Special
Rapporteur on human rights in Burma, who finished a bur around Thaiknd
in May 2011 in order to discuss the ongoing abuses condted by the Burmese
government, must insist on a Commission of Inquiry on the viations
committed by the Burmese geernment constituting Crimes A@inst
Humanity. A Commission of Inquiry is a &fp forward towards making the
Burmese gaoernment take responsibility for the abuses it inficts on ifs
citizens as vell as pressure the government to change is ways and insue
the rights of its citizens by providing them with sustenance, shiter, and the
ability to make a Iving.

About Human Rights Foundation of Monland — Burma (HURFOM)

The Human Rights Foundation of Monland — Burma is a non-governmental
organization based in Thailand, founded in 1995 by a group of Mon youth, <
community leaders. The main objectives of HURFOM are:

@ To monitor the human rights situation in Mon State and other areas
@ To protect and promote the human rights of all people in Burma.

HURFOM produces monthly issues of the Mon Forum, published in print a
contalnln%news, lengthy reports and analysis of ongoing human rights viols
Burma. HURFOM also frequently publishes incident reports, commentary ¢
on its wehsitev.rehmonnya.org

To subscribe to the Mon Forum or make other inquires, please contact us
HURFOM

P.O Box 2237

General Post Office, Bangkok 10501, Thailand

Tel: (+66) 034 595 473, (+66) 034 595 665, Fax: (+66) 034 595 665
E-mailurfomcontact@y sibayw.rehmonnya.org
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STUATION BRIEF

Beginning in December of 2010, Burmese Navy Unit

No. 43 be@n to place ed fags on &rmland rubber pantations,
and househall plots of vilagers on Kwe Thone Nyi Malsind
Yebyu Township, Tennaserim Dvision. Since December
2010, the &nd on which the red flags were phaced has been
confiscated by the Nary. Navy Unit No. 43 seizeddnd from
over on Kywe Thone Nyi Ma Isind, without compensaton,
and a eécree banning thesedrmer landowners to culkivate
and enter upon their acreage and pits.

Seizures ranged from four to ten acres and consisted
of aready-in- production rubber plantations and padly lands
that provided villagers in the aea with sustinabk incomes
and future moneéary security. Without means t support
themsedves. they are unabe to feed their families and send
their children to schal. And in some cases theare forced
from their homes.
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BAackGRoOUNDOF KyYWE THONE N1 MA IsLAND

Kywe Thone Nyi Ma Igind is our miles wice and nine miés in
length.lItis dvided into easern and western halves. Thee are agoroximately
930 acres of padly land owned by the resicents in the southern, northern
and western parts of the ishind The rubber pantations, which are situated
throughout the northern part of the isknd and run bwards the easérn and
western villages, otal around 1,400 aces. When dta was colécted for this
report, over 1,000 aces of rmers’ land had been confiscad by the
Burmese Nay.

Navy Unit No. 43 has a base in Easitn village of Kwe Thone Nyi
Ma on Kwe Thone Nyi Ma Igind. The unit is commaned by Ka Dile
Naval Command uncer the Mawrawaddy Naval Region Command Head
Quarter based in Mupon, Moumein, the capil of Mon $ate. Bebre 2004,
the unit based on the isind numbered only 10 sotliers; but after 2004, and
by the time HURFOM interviewed victims of nd confiscaton on the isand
troop numbers had inceased b 40 members. Befre 2004, the naal force
came b Kywe Thone Nyi Maémporarily, condicting security patrols, and
crossed the fontier for short periods of ime. After 2004, the naval force
built military a barracks and sé up a base on the isihd Navy Unit No. 43 is

Vies(\_ziof Kywe Thone Nyi Ma Island
84 - ;
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Entrance to Kywe Thone Nyi Ma village

based in the eastrn haff of the isand near the eastrn village and is
commanded by Cobnel Ye Linn Tun and ceputy commandaer Cagain Minn
Zaw Moe.

This navy unit has maiked out a ptal of 3,000 aces of rubber
plantations, farmland, and househal plots from the resicents of Kwe Thone
Nyi Ma Ishnd and the eastrly neighboring villages of Mav-Gyi, Lae Ki,
Min-Thar, Y¥e-Ngan-Gyi, and Sinsve villages,dying east of the isdnd, acioss
the water. All are in Yebyu Township. These agas off ywe Thone Nyi Ma
Island have not yet been confiscaed, but red flags hare been phced b indicate
future seizue. During the seizue of hnd on K/we Thone Nyi Ma Isind, an
official fromNavy Unit No. 43 eplained that the &ind seized vould be used
as ataining field for military skills training.

HURFOM's fidd reporters colected information in mid-May 2011
that reveab only eight of the first 300 acres of confiscagd bnd will be used
for army barracks and hosels. The aceage seized % the navy is located
between the coast and the erte western part of the Ye-Tavoy Railway. This
land includes both rubber pants which have been culivated for ten years
and young rubber pbnts which were newly farmed as an aditional
investment.

Due to the bss of their rubber pantations, which they had etpenced
heavily on for their families income, mawy villagers ae out of work. Later
interviews conducted in June 2011 eveal that at ast 32 vilagers who've
had their land confiscaed Eft their homes © seaich for new jobs in northern
and western Ye township, as vell as Thailnd.

Human Rigts Foundaion of Monland — Burma | June - Ju2011
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METHODOILOGY

Most of the fcts in this Bnd confiscaton report are based on
field data colections condiucted in Kywe Thone Nyi Ma Is€ind and
neighboring villages aeas in which Navy Unit No. 43 be@n confiscatng
land in December 2010. In oder to colkect the evidence, fie field
researchers in two teams interviewed 41 subjecs in six vilages; these
include thirty-one interviews from Kywe Thone Nyi Ma Isind (including
the easern and western villages bcated on the isand), four interviews
from Min Thar villages, a villge bcated in the easérn part of Kywe Thone
Nyi Ma Isknd, o interviews from Maw Gyi village, o interviews from
Lae Kivillage andwo interviews from Cha @n village, ¥byu Township,
Tenasserim Dvision.

This report also incudes five interviews colected by telephone
from farmers who recently lost and and hare subseqently fled to Southern
Thailand to work as ilegal migrant workers.

HURFOM aso included information drawn from its extensive
database, dvebped through 16 years of @cumentation. Gathering data
and obtining dir ect questions from local farmers on the Kywe Thone Nyi
Ma Ishnd is intensdy difficult and in some cases membersdm local the
Mon Youth Organization assised with important information that
HURFOM £lt added to the stength of this report. HURFOM a$o dew
extensively on the knawledge of three bcal resicents who heped with
information on individual incidents, baclground information, and
confirmation on facts in the interviews as well as invaluabk conext and
agsisaince in replying to targeted follow-up questions.
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THE SrART oF LAND CoNFIscaloN oN Kywe THONE
NvyI Ma IsLAND

In an interview conducted in May with Nai Htun Lin, 45, aérmer
rubber plantation owner in Kyol-don Nyi-ma who now works as a dy laborer
in Prachuab Khiri Khan Povince in Thaiknd, he €lls how he and his wig
and four children were forced o kave in April after their land was confiscaed:

Before, | mean December 2010, they [the navy] marked the
[farm]land and rubber pantations that they wanted to take over.
They marked the bnd and rubber pantations by planting 3 ftlong
bamboo pokes with small red flags [on the&nd plots] ... @e major,
and his 15 men, cameatmark the bngth of the &nd that they wanted
to take over. Since then, theahd owners who had and marked to be
confiscated had been werried about that. Then, on Ebruary 2011,
they came b replace the bambo poks [with signs that indcated
this was the Burmese Arng Land]. The fags were triangle-shaped
and cobred red That's the cadr of their navy [unit]. We abo me&t
some saibrs from navy ship Na 224 sdting down its anchor near
our island

That time, sationing in our village, the naal Commanér Min Zaw,
together with his men, came ¢ se up the red flags [at the aleady
marked band]. They said they will take over the nd that they marked
with planted red flags. Acording to the marked band, there are 290
acres of rubber pantations and about 30 aces of Armland marked
to be confiscaéd To give a btal figure, it's estmated that there are
more than 300 aces of &nd bdonging to villagers that have been
marked to take over. We have not heard anything about
compensaton from the naval capain for the marked band to be
confiscated But we head that they are cefinitely going © confiscae
this land

No one was albwed to enter into [or to pass thiough] the land
marked with planted red flag poks, accoding to an order cefining it
as ‘resticted bnd’ Because of this, & afteady consicered and
confiscated The oder was given right after the Thingyan [Water]
festival cdebration. Now, it's been 20 ays since |éft my village.
And, | siill have contct with [people in] the village... Theand has
been taken over, but no one has heat about compensaion of the

Human Rigts Foundaion of Monland — Burma | June - Ju2011
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confiscated Bnd yet. Some of the rubber @intation owners, who
lost mary acres of &nd, are consiering sendng a peition letter to
Nay Pyi Dav [the Burmese cental government]. But, there is one
problem in the village: there is no well-educated person who can
writ e aétter and kad a peition. And in the Buddhist community,
the abbot in the vilage cannot hép at all abo. He [the abbot] hims#f,
is part of a gioup who are afraid of bing anything against the naval
forces. Nov, what we need ér justice is that we need thednd owvners
and villagers who can hdp.

At the moment, the naval base that is sitioned in Kywe Thone Nyi
Ma is Naval base No224, which has been in the viige br about 8
years. The gstength [in numbers] of the naval base No224, is 20-40
men/personnel (including the officers). Ezen though they [the navy

troops] gave an &planation that they will construct military barracks

and hostkls for army families or buiddings for the army on the
confiscated 300 aces of &nd, [in reality] we d not know how

many barracks and hosels or buidings [with collection rooms for

army servants] will be built there yet. Right now, that bnd is 95%
rubber plantations.

Nai Hun Lin's account is a prime xample of the iange of efécts on the bcal
population and of the pioblems they face afer the nd was confiscaéd by
the Navy. Previously he had been algl to sustin his family on the rubber
plantation acreage that he avned. But afer receving no mondary
compensaton for the confiscatd bnd, he was brced  kave with his entire
family to find a job in Thaidnd that coutl support them.

T
5
1

Government Navy Gunboat near Mu Pon Navy Regional Command Head
Quarter

The number 224 refers to the number of the ship that Navy Unit No. 43 uses.
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“New” GoveERNMENTACTS LIKE THE FORMER
LEaDING TO LossoF LIVELIHOODS

Nai Thin, who used b be a member of the New Mont&e Party
(NMSP)’s Bwnship Officiak and nav works as an obsergr of military
affairs and human rights cases commerad:

As they are still thr eatening the cilians, | geneally think that the
policy of the new government and the [former] SPDXs the same.
I mean, thee is no hal in torturing and threatening. And if we lbok
at the bnd confiscaton case, thg are siill confiscating land for the
purpose of buitling bases and ding business ér Army families.

During my term of serving in the NMSH lived in Kywe Thone Nyi
Ma village br about three years. A the time, the rubber pantation
owners worked very hard on their plantations, and thee were
hundreds of aces of rubber pantations. Nav, mary acres of rubber
plantations are included in the confiscaton zone, and because the
[the rubber plantation owners] lost their plantations, afer they had
started to benefit from them, we feedl sympathy for how their lives
are falling apart .... It's obious that the government profits from
the investment and work of the phntation owners — the rubber
plants have ateady begun b produce sap and a& ready for tapping.
They have dbne this bebre and nav they’ve dne it again. et, the
worst is that for those who lost their way of life and e/erything —
property and
4| belongings — hae
. become migants and
! have to strt from the
. beginning.. They have
| to go abioad and shve
/1 there. Olwiously, this
new government is no
different than the
former government.

In Kywe Thone Nyi Ma
_ village, thee are two
, divided wards...Those
Mon resicents living on

Vilagers pressin rubber into sheets (befc;re
land was confiscated)

2State Peace and Development Council, the former Burma’s government.
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the island are heavily
depencent on bng-term

rubber plantations, fruit

plantations, farms, and
digging minerals. As
stated above, the &nd
that the government navy
confiscated includes a
large part of those wo

villages and @ntations,
paddy land, and ¢adrich

land used 6ér mining.

The ishnd is staight up 3 25 N
and down. Now, the Ready-to-tap rubber trees on
rubber plantations that confiscated land

the Navy took over include most of the rubber phntations located in
the western and midlle parts of the ishnd.. And as br the farmland
taken over by the navy, it is bcated in beween the eastrn and
western ward . Because the soil ere the rubber pantations and
farmland are located is \ery fertile, everything grows well. | arrived
on this isknd about 25 years ago The rubber pantations that have
been taiken over were not phnted then. Of the confiscatd rubber
plantations, some rubber phints were planted 15 years agg some
were phnted 10 years aggand some were panted only three years
aga

Rubber plant cuttivation is an extensive process. Mostdrmers go into debt
in the early years of beginning their avn rubber plantation because rubber
plants and &nd are expensive. The cuiivation of rubber trees aikes up
seven years bebre the tees begin® produce rubber and one can aft tapping.
Once tees sart producing, havever, the rubber tees become qui profitabk.
Nai Thin's comment on thednd that hdd trees that were 10 or 15 years otl
is meant b emphasize that thednd confiscaed was highly valuabk.

Grandpa Myint, 68, born in Ma-kyi vilage in Southern ¥ Township but is
now a resicent of Kywe Thone Nyi Ma vikhge, eported on the bsses b
villagers:

The rubber pantations owners whose pantations were seized hae
just fallen to pieces. Asdr as | knaw, of the rubber pantations,
some pantations have numerous rubber phants, while one has 7,000

Human Rigts Foundaion of Monland — Burma | June - Ju011
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plants owvned by just one avner [which was] confiscaed It is really
pitiable. I think that they seize thednd not just to constuct barracks
for their servants, but br their businesses — justike what they
have dbne in other phces. Most of thedrmland is in the hand of the
military servants. If we esimated how many acres incuded [here
alone], it coutl be 20 — 30 aces...[Thee is a sging that gaes] if the
authorities are not gaod, the lives of the cvilians will be affected
by starvation.

Nai Htun, another obsener of the ind confiscaton process in Kwe
Thone Nyi Ma, &plained howv military officials ceceived the villagers:

Before, there were only bambao poks seé up. But, in the ast week of
the month, a capain came flom the regional naval base, vhich is
the naval base fom this islnd; three cérks from the Land Surey
Depariment in Yebyu Township; and one member fom the Township

Administration here and they did a nd survey. And they came b

do land measuements and surwey here over and over again

throughout February. Then, nay Commaner Min Zaw, with his

group, came 6 re-plant red flag poés at the sureyed bnd and
prepared to take over the land A first, the Commandr Min Zaw

gawe reasons br the take over, sging it was br village &vebpment

purposes. That's vihen they came b d land surweys in December
of last year. According to what they said they will construct a gad

bridge linking this island to the main &nd. They will also use
highway land for transportation [they will extend the isand road to

the mainland].

But, kter on, it [what they said] changed [they took over the and]
to constuct buildings for
government servants.
Now, not only were the
rubber plantations, but
also the farmland, were
marked with flags. ll,
they did not talk about
paying compensation;
but we expect they will.
We b not expect the
/\ s = price we want, and we

A villager carrying harvested rubb;r sap in thethmk’ they_WIII threaten
western part of Kywe Thone Nyi Ma village  US. Nav, five ovners of

Human Rigts Foundaion of Monland — Burma | June - Ju2011
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the rubber plantations JFEE

together with their entire | ;
families, have moved to
villages in northern ¢

township, where their

relatives live. That was
during the time their land

was Bken over because
they became very
frustrated Having their

own land taken over,

some families will

become unempbyed as
they depenced on their
land heavily. Some mae
investments in orchards

and rubber plntations,

changing from their ;
previous businesses. & janging rubber shds a a vilager's
exampk, bebre, they had rubber plantation

invested in digging

minerals business as a pviate business; but thg ako had b pay
the authorities from this region a bt. Therefore they coutl not make
a profit and subsequently changed their irvestment from mineral
business b rubber plantations. Some of those rubber phtation
owners were included among those o got their and seized For
them, it's just like lbsing their lives.

In an interview on May 14", 2001, a elative recounted how Nai
Shwe La-yaung bst his phntation, padly land and éad mining site:

Nai Slwe La-yaung, a 54-gar-old resicent of Kywe Thone
Nyi Ma village, bst a bt of land including both rice padly land,
rubber plantation, and €ad mining &nd, which was sarted [the
business] by his mother. When his mother vas alve, they had
focused on adad mining project and afer his mother passed way,
he has been wrking on padly land and especiail on the rubber
plantation. As &r as | knaw, not even including his padly land and
lead mining siie, about 2,800 of his rubber @ints were seized.. He
was hit hard.

Human Rigts Foundaion of Monland — Burma | June - Ju011
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Nai Ashwe, a 40-yar-old rubber plantation owner who owned
600 rubber plants, spole with a field reporter on May 12" in Cha-Bon vikge
about wanting to report the land confiscaton:

The bnd reportedly confiscatd by the Navy, though with promises
of compensaton, includes the sit of the ol sea dck, which is in

the easern part of the ishnd; it's the [od sea dck] assaiated bnd

and the And currently settled on by the Nary. This 20-ace and

will be bought from the particular owners, said the miltary

commanckrs. Last DecembemMajor Min Zav from the Navy army

said that The esimated area of &nd phntation, and mining sie,
which has been seizedythe army marking with the flags is not
less than 300 aces in otal. Maybe it's even more than this amount
We haven't heard anything related to the bnd being boudpt in cash
and compensaton, which equas the current value. The condtion

is very worrying. The and coull be confiscaéd without any

awareness [without official dbcuments]. As ér me, | want to report

[this case] at éast b the Mon $ate Chief Alminister of the South
East Command and the senats of the Mon [poltical] party. That
is all we can ty to b, but one person cath do it alone, reporting in

one ktter. Inunison is god: Rain together, cain together.

Nai A-shwe continued saing that most of the &nd owvners have
been boking for justice and peopt who can hdp them seek it

The newly-instated Burmese goernment purports itself to be a
democracy. et, in a @mocracy, there must be tansparency in government.
The former Burmese government, still ruling in December 2010 and until
March 2011, condicted the beginnings ofdnd confiscaton on Kywe Thone
Nyi Ma Ishnd The &nd confiscaton continued uncer the rule of the new
government. This séf-proclaimed “cemocracy’ by the current government
has unbwfully seized and owvned by citizens and efused b pay any form
of compensaton. The &nd seizue has @en gone sodr as 0 forbid former
land owners and resicents to work on their land Wth no other availablke
option to support themselves, the vilagers hare been brced © keave their
homes.

Nai G-Lae, ado knowvn as U Kadr, is a 50-gar-old resicent of Kywe
Thone Nyi Ma vilage, and a rubber gintation owner of around 7,000
currently producing rubber plants. In erms of profitable phants confiscaed
he talked about hav he has suféred the most ty the confiscaton led by
navy Major Min Zaw:
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Since 13 ars ago with all of my investments and some mong
receved from my parents, | havre been working on ceveloping this
rubber plantation. Thete were 7,000 rubber pants in total. They all
began producing five years ago My pantation is located north of the
sea ock and adacent to 20-acres of &and which has been dsignaied
for a military barracks. All phntations abngsice my plantation were
included [in the Bnd-confiscation]. All the pantations were marked
with the red flags ky the Navy and the &nd-surveying ckrks since
the second month [[Ebruary]. Somedst 2,000 pants and somedst
nearly 3,000 pants. | am the person \wo was stuck most Thee
are about 15 peop, inclding me,
who lost a &rge number of aces.
The rest, over 30 peopé, ate those
who lost about hunded phnts. As
soon as our &nd was suneyed, we
went to meet with the Navy
Lieutenant Cabnel and asled for the
reason. That was before Songkran
[the Theravadan Buddhist New
Year]. What they replied was that
more roads were neecd to be
constructed for our village
devebpment because all @ roads
were constucted on the hilkide,
and the wicer roads would be maa
by repairing [the od roads] or newly
constructing. They continued that

A villager from the eastern part of

Kywe Thone Nyi Ma village whose si

acre rubber plantation was
confiscated

Lhe road which connecs the west
and east hales of the vilage was
very narrow and neead to be

widened therefore, “the $ate neead the And’ yelled the officer
After that, no phntation owner was albwed to work on their
plantation. | have been @pressed and dn't know how to ceal with
it. The thing | hopeddr | won't be geting back. | vant to appeal to
the designated higher officers. Réase instuct me hav to db sa

Nai Rog, 56, a pady land owvner and Kywe Thone Nyi Ma esident told
HURFOM of her pight:

My land was seized ér making a military training field for the
soldiers of the military government. Itis eidit acres in total. They
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said bebre that they would purchase [the&nd] but they have seized
[it] now. That hapened in April [when they confiscaed the hnd].
My land has god soil Ary sort of farmed padly can produce at
least 80 [baslets of padly]. The primary business of g family is
farming. We have 12-aces of &nd inherited from our grandfather.

| gave my younger brother four acres of &nd and | work on the rest
of the eicht acres of &ind [My And] is precious because it is near
the village and fee from worry of sea water flowing on it. They [the
Navy] show no pity and they make a miiitary training field on swch
good land Now the navy unit doesnit purchase aything. Their
commancers didn’t talk about ary compensaton. nly our villagers
have been ciculating rumors that we would ge compensaion or
something. In fact, the army unit said nothing. | will hit rock
bottom if there is no&nd. |1 would have no aternative but to go ©
Thailand for work if | still wanted to work as had labor.

A Navy Unit No. 43 gunboat on patrol around Kywe Thone Nyi Ma Island at
sunset
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No REaurse, No CoMPENSTION

Kywe Thone Nyi Ma Isind has seen thee vilage headhan since
2004. The first hdd the position from 2004 to 2009, the seconddsted one
year from 2009 to 2010 and the thid is the current. Nai ALay, the Kwe
Thone Nyi Ma heathan, is 28 yars otl. He finished his hitp schal education,
and after the former village headnan, Nai Sein, passednay, Nai AlLay
temporarily accefied the vilage headhan role. In Mg, he emarked on the
land confiscaton by the Navy:

The prominent persons and the senior monk of the vilage dected
me as the headhan just a Ew months ago No one vants to be a
village headnhan — neither @ | — but they finally elected me. | cait
work as a permanent one. & geneally agreed that | would
temporarily work for the village. Thednd confiscaton occurred
during my duty as vilage headhan. Fom the end of thedst year to
now, the Nary here has been peparing to seize thednd on this
island (Kywe Thone Nyi Ma vihge), avned by the rubber plantation

A sign eading ‘Army Land” placd between the estern and western
halves of Kywe Thone Nyi Ma Island
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and padly land ovners. Naw it has all
been confiscaed. As a vilhge
headman, | can hép with nothing. |
can & nothing except feel
embarrassment A month agothe
prominent peopk of the vilage me
with the commanders of the Nay [He
said that the Nary currently based on
Kywe Thone Nyi Ma has & base in
Ohnpinkwin village [south of the
island on the mainand], Yebyu
Township, Tenasserim Dvision].
Even though they [the prominent
people] appealkd acinst the
A villager whose 8-acre rubber seizures,[the commaners] replied it
plantation was confiscated was abne accoding to the Sate’s need.
What ése can be dne? Thedst thing |
knew was that the &nd owners of the village united to write aétter
of appeal | suggestd to them to writ e the étter only after discussing
it with a lawyer in order to protect them from being chaged with
the so-calkd act [‘Ekctronic Lav']® because of their apealing letter.
That's all [| can @]. A bt of land of ny relatives’ was aso incuded
in the land confiscaton by the Nary. | am embarassed because |
cant help them.

During an interview in early May with Nai Own Thaung, \no owns
four acres of rubber pantation, which includes over 1,500 rubber pbants and
was seized lg the Navy in late April, he &xplained that he &lt frustrated that
the senior monks who currently live in the village couln’t protection them
against land-confiscaton:

Now, the village abbot is Wung Monk Tun Tin. Most of the senior
monks, inclding him, aren't active [as represengatives] like monks
in other villages. |vant to sg that for exampl, in Ka-&-Goat Ishnd,
La-mine Subtownship, Ye Township, there were bnd confiscatons
and seizutes of houses,ike us, and in those vidiges, the senior

3 The act he is most likely referring to is the Electronic Transactions Law from 2004, with which
the government would be able to charge those who used any type of electronic device such as
a computer, printer, etc. to write a petition or letter to the government, in this case about the

allOn.
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monk from Your-Out monastery [a monasery located in the
southern part of the ishnd] mace a comphint to the authorities and
the government army units for his villagers. He siod up for his
villagers. Br us, we carit rely on aryone for this land confiscaton
case. It's eally depressing. Een for making an official appeal
ketter, the vilage monls have no nework. We have known that the
Sate gorernment has brbace the religious saff to deal with politics.
But this case is not a political one — just to convince the government
not to seize thednd and pantations of their [the monks’] supporters.
That's why we, the vilagers, aen't satisfied with the senior monks.
Moreover, our village hasdwly educated peopk. Bren though we
had some, most of them hze ateady moved to a mer opolitan area.
We have no edicated person, so v can ely on no one vhen we
encounter such a case. It's our baftune that our village has no
well-educated person or monk:

I MPACTING THE SociAL AND GULTURAL RIGHTS OF THE
LocAL INHABITANTS THROUGH ETHNIC INFILTRATION

Whenever HURFOM fidd reporters condicted interviews with
resicents in Kywe Thone Nyi Ma vihge, the naives usualy mentioned that
they had s their hopes for the future on these rubber pntations — with

The entrance to the western half of Kvywe
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which they had spent their ives cutivating. Most lesicents have been iving
on their land for generations.

Nai Hatay, a 60-year-oH resicent from the western part of the Kwe
Thone Nyi Ma vilage, wo has had © cope with the seizue of five acres of
his rubber plantation land explained his predicament

We are ckar that the government naval force ook over the rubber
plantations for business pojects of their ovn. Gven the reason ly
the Navy Unit No. 43, they will expand their cantonment area and
constuct more barracks. They just explained that they took the
plantations for the constuction of the taining field for their army.
But, the &ngth of the &nd they seized is bo large, hav will they
build what they said they would? Like other phaces in Mon fte,
where they took over, they confiscatd the ready-to-use rubber
plantations for their families and arny budget... @Qir family has not
moved to another phce yet. We have some diffficul ties moving out
with the whole family. And we have six aces of firmland kft in the
southern village. Since w stll have the farm, we have to work hard
on it for survival Yet, my sons ae thinking about going b Thailand
to work there tapping rubber. As br me, | would like them  ga
Unless these army dogs eave from this iskhnd, there will be some
problems coming up beéveen young men hee and them [the Nay
troops] or their relatives cakkd to come hee abng with them. s,
there have ateady been some poblems. | think, it's the bestd
avoid [the Navy and their supporters].

Nai Hatay continued talking about the impact on the igind after
bringing in the navy and other citizens from other areas of Burma onto the
mainly ethnic Mon isknd:

If there is a viohtion committed on this ishnd, the sie that is abé
to bribe can @finitely win [has impunity]. This habit became ery
common after the naval force mosed here. Worse yet, what we are
even more dissatisfied about is that if there is a confict between
native resicents and Burmese newomers who were brought in by
the naval forces, the Burmese newcomers always find a way to
win. If there are ary crimes commited, the authorities from the
naval force alvays give the adiantage b the Burmese gy’s sice
over the Mon gu’s sice when they sort out the mater. Now, there
are 40 househals onvned by Burmese peop# abne. Andthe number
[of the Burmese househals] is just going b increase. Nav, the

Human Rigts Foundaion of Monland — Burma | June - JuR011



Burmas Navy Atacks Civiians’ Lielihood

naval force wants kborers to work in the rubber plantations that
they took over. It seems some ma¥ problems will come up.

Increasingdy evident in the interviews condicted is the dfference in

the way that the bbcal residents and éhnic Mon peopk are teated in
comparison with the navy and the eéhnic Burman popuhtion, which arrived
with the influx of the navy buildup. The natve resicents and somedcal
abbots mentioned that the ransfer of the arnmy unit to the area in 2004
caused subseqant problems in the communiy, noticeably affecting the
island’s ehnicity, nguage, eligion, literature, cuture and cusbms.

Nai Pae, a 37-gar-old resicent of the easérn part of the village on

Kywe Thone Nyi Ma Isind, who is actvely involved with Mon literature and
culture, eplained during his interview in June that the arrval of more
outsiders has caused wblems:

Before, there was no fimily that spoke Burmese. Afer they [Navy

Unit No. 43] arrived here in 2004, otherethnicities ako arrived

What cout we s& as they came b setle cown here? But they, the

different ethnicit ies, Burmese peo, think that we are dumb and

deaf and cart speak their knguage; and thg ako have an atitude

that looks dbwn on us, dscriminating against us because thegfeel

noble. The naive ishnders have never admired them because thg

don't own any piece of &nd and ae day laborers. Justike that,

problems are hapgpening in this community. Now, it's gdting worse.

It's like that more in the village where the naval force communites

live. [They are] getting married here and sétling down here. It's
fine to live here, but dscriminating against the community is the
main problem. For those Burmese &milies living close b the naval

force base, thg do not have to support any rations for the naval

forces and theg are not on the Ists for tax colection. Ako, the
Burmese peopt who support the Navy give information to the naval

forces. Because of this, the \aljje once vas \ery peacefu) and has
now become a suspicious, unsafphce. N, taking over the

plantations, they will send for more upper Burma peopé, the Ah-
nyar peopk, o come @wn here in order to hire them t work on the
rubber plantations, sciaping rubber trees. If they cannot ge along

well with the communities in this village, it will cefinitely cause
problems.
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Nai Pae
continued that after
2006, the tadition
of holding cultural
celebrations and
teaching the native
[Mon] language in
schools became
resticted Bebre the
arrival of the
battalion, Mon
A summer school that teaches Mon literature in a language and culire
Mon village schools opened
every  summer,
teaching Monanguage and culre to the peopé on the ishnd in the hopes of
preserving their heritage. When Nay Unit No. 43 arrived on the ishnd they
tried to ban the Mondnguage and culre schaml, cechring it to be ilegal.
Then, the Mon Buddhist monks who were sugporting Mon literature and
culture continuously negotated with the local communities to keep opening
the schaol [for the summer term]. However, kter, the Nary sent an oder to
local areas &plaining that resicents in both the easgérn village and vestern
village on the isind coutl cdebrate their traditions only after recewing
permission from the authorities of the naal force and the vilage
administration committee.

One 33-year-old Mon man, vho wished o remain anorymous, @gve
an interview with a HURFOM fidd reporter on June 28. He is a nave
resicent of the Kwe Thone Nyi Ma ea&rn village, but he mued to Ye
Township in 2009. He useda be involved in the Mon Iterature and cuture
activities committee on the ishnd In the interview he described the
nationality/e thnicity problems:

After the naval force came hee, whatever we did, we had b  as
they [the Navy] ordered We siill opened a Mon iterature training/

school for the kids and youths annually, but when we did, we had b
get a permit from them. We ako had b ask br the permit when
holding a schml closing ceemony. We coutin’t give ary type of
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speech or sy we wanted The Burmese peopl gradually became
their informers [of the Navy]. What hagpened ater on is that they

accused us, the atinary peoplk, of being in cordct with and

supporting the rebel groups. The Navy build-up and the &nd

confiscation have worsened ensions baween the ehnic groups on
the island Now, they [the Navy] already took over hundreds of
acres of rubber pantations. Gh those seizeddnds, they will do their

business pojects and call moe Ah-ryar peopk cdwn here. | knav

the fedings of the vilagers hee. It's tue that they won't keep living

here even for a seconddnger because theirdnd was seized And

more peope will leave the village. With new ethnicit ies, this isand

will change. What mainy will change ae the hnguage, culire and
customs?”

A confiscated rubber plantation with newly-planted rubber trees on Kywe
Thone Nyi Ma Island
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AREA ResTRICTION DURING THE LAND ConFiscaION BY Navy
No. 43

Across the water, on the Mon &te mainknd, in Yebyu Township,
land confiscaton is ako rampant Interviews colkected on Mg 29" in
Ohnpinkwin, Yebyu Township show that Navy Unit No. 43 has coninued
confiscating land from Kywe Thone Nyi Ma and ind other areas of ¥hbyu
Township.

Nai ANyan, a 34-gar-old from Min-Thar village, ¥byu Township,
Tenasserim Dvision confirmed that the rubber pantation there included at
least 900,000 phnts and was currently under the contol of the arny:

[The navy] is well known as the Mupon Unit. It's commaned by
the Mawrawaddy Navy Command based in Myson region,
Moulmein [the capital of Mon $ate]. A nay unit from that command
has been based in our Ohnpinkwin [vidlge] of ¥hbyu Township for
a bng time. Cabnel Ye Lin Tun of
the Ohnpinkwin Navy Unit and his
group has contnuously been
seizing the previously mentioned
rubber plantations in the Kwe
Thone Nyi Ma Ishnd This ime,
the rubber plantation owners have
hit rock bottom. Somednd owvners
were disappointed and fed to
Thailand with their entire families
for work. [The &nd] from the west
side of the rilway to the coast
mostly belongs o Min Thar village’s
cultivators. Just their [Min Thar’s
plantation owners] loss is equal ©

Two soldies from Batalion No. Z3
inspect a traveler near Min THar
village
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70 percent of the seized 3,000-a@ ind The est of the pantation

owners are from Maw-Gyi, Lae Ki, Ye-Ngan-Gyi, and Sinsve

[villages]. In &ct, the amount they need br the firing range of
Ohnpinkwin’s Navy is small | beieve that they have intentionally

seized the aleady-farmed rubber plantations for their [the Navy's]

families.

Betw een January and Marh of this year, ravel restictions on bcal

peopk’s comings and goings @re imposed ly the local army unit, especialy
for those ravekers arriving from far avay. Travel restictions have intensified
along with the adlition of fines. La&ak interviewed expressed the béef that
Navy Unit No. 43 has gstematically controlled the region in order to prevent
awareness ofdnd confiscaton spreading to the meda.

On June 14, Nai Myaing, a esicent of west Kywe Thone Nyi Ma,

who moved to Cha-Pn village, bcated on the oposite coast of Kkwe Thone
Nyi Ma, explained the tavel restictions he has hadd deal with:

I’'m a native of the west part of the ishnd | farmed on this isand for
the last three years and then meed to my mother’s native village
[Cha-Pon village, ¥byu Township] with my entire family when |
couln’t farm anymore because of a laak in the dke. Gn June 14th,
during a visit to my relatives, [l
saw that] a sergeant and his four
privates of the Nay Unit No. 43
sitting at the check point of the
seaport | had't taken my national
ID card because | justravelled
around my village. When | came
up from the seaport, | found that
everyone had been checked for a
national ID card and inquired in
detail where they would stay, how
long they would stay, what they
came b b, where they came fom,
etc. | abo found that those who

A Goernment Batalion's toll gate couldn’t speak Burmese fiently

near Min Thar Viage, “ebyu were cursed in bul language. When
Township

my turn came, | had no ID cat so
they didn’t allow me to land on the
island [They] ordered [me] to go back. | apolgized o them as | am
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a resicent of this village, [but]
they didn’t allow me to s&
foot on the ishnd. | was
cursed in foul language and
expelled. Afer that, | qave
[them] 2, 000 Kyat, [but they]
didn’t accegt [it]. | thought
[the amount of the money |
gawe] was little so | @ve an
additional 2,000 kyat. Afer
that I had to tell the sergeant
a cetailed adiress of vhere I'd
stay, the name of ny host, a
detailed reason br my
coming, and the name of the
village | came fom — even
though I am from Cha-Pon
village. lBopk from faraway
places cou be arrested and
checked accoding to my od
friend’s [the owner of the
house where he, U Myaing,

. : . stayed] experience. | ealized
A village travel pass required by Navy Unit hat th lled th
No. 43, based in Kywe Thone Nyi Ma villag@ter that they controlled the
area because they feared that

the news of the seizure of
rubber plantations by the Nary would leak to the public...Brery
plantation owner living on the ishnd has encounéred band
confiscation, more or kss. Some peoplhad b kave the isand
because all [of their phntations] were seized

Referring to a souce from the Navy, an ofl man who used b work
as one of the vikhge-appointed officiak said the aea restiction, contolling
of the flow of information, and the estictions on ravel had all been odered
by Ka-Dike Navy Command which command Navy Unit No. 43:

| used b be amiliar with the soldiers who were members of the
village adninistration. According to them, an oder was gven that
reports about the curent land confiscaton must not bave this isand

[There is] a sadlier [whose name he knew butefused b mention]
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from up-county [up per Burma] who married here. Acording to
him, the Mawvrawaddy Navy Command which is bcated at the Mu-
Pon region, Moummein directly instructed the Ka Dile Navy
Command b contol information [on land confiscaton] and to
suppress [to kill] those who aren't satisfied with the land
confiscaton. Therefore, eaking information can endnger lives. |
don’'t know who is the highest ranking officer in the Mavrawaddy
Navy Command In Ka Dile CommangdCobnel Ye Linn Tun has the
highest rank. He is the one Wo has carried out the oders from
Mawrawadly. He ao is the most esponsibé person.

It is eag/ to assume that the wisha contol information on land
confiscation conducted by the
Navy stems from the cesire to
appear to be a free and fair
government. Simikar to the
November 7, 2010 dections, in
which foreign media was not
allowed to view the dection
process, the Burmese
government has fken
measures o limit the flow of
information on abuses
committed aginst the resicents
ID card-holders from outside the area living in Kywe Thone Nyi Ma
are also restricted from entering Island and vilages neaby.

In Min-Thar village,
situated acioss the east bank of Jve Thone Nyi Ma I€ind, some arny units
from Tavoy-based Lidnt Infantry Battalion (LIB) No. 375 hare encamped on
a hill outside Min-Thar village and check allravelers coming ty car and
train. This information came flom Ko Maung Shain, a 33gar-od Tavoyan
and local resicent, who gave HURFOM the bllowing interview on June 22

They —the Arnry units — hare encamped heg with about 25 members
in total A the checkpoint in this village, aboutén members of the
military, the militia and the polce force, sand guaid every day.
None of the tavelers can escape [fsm being checkd]. When thee
was no natonal ID card, if you were lucky, you'd be epelled; and if
you were unlucky, you would be arrested and checkd Rersons
with Mon Sate and ugper Burma national ID cards have thoroughly
been checlked Those vio speak Burmese tlently have been checkd
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more. Theg have seized vigo cameans, phones and phat cameas
at once. In this egion, the miltary is the most paverful. During
the second month [Ebruary], two young grandsons from Rangoon
visited their grandmother in Min-Thar village and thg brought a
good digital camer. The cafain of the checkpoint in the mid-
village seized it When is avner requested him to give it back, [he
was] punched in the face.

Every Mon and Tvoyan residcent living in the villages of Kkwe Thone Nyi
Ma village tack, MinThar village, Mav-Gyi, Lae i, Ye-Ngan Gyi, and Sin-
swe villages hasa hold a village passdr their particular village when they
are baving or entering their village. Thee was a saitement given in a monthy
notice that if one has no passtenter or lkeave the particular village, thedcal
military can punish him/her as theg/ wish. These month} notices are
announced at the Mlage Adlministration Offices ly the local military. An
anonymous souice ascribed the sitiation to HURFOM:

If it was in the past | would accepi the condtions of requiring a
pass br entering and kaving the village because theegion was
unstabke. But nav, no armed goup has come this village. Rquiring
a pass 6r entering and kaving the village is a mong maker for
them[the government military]. It is really embittering that the
military men who are from a dstant region live inour region and
check us — [the esicents of this vilage]. Amongst the geernment
soldiers, there are some haf-caste Indians [half Indian, haf
Burmese]. Ybu will laugh if you see that the Indans are punishing
the indigenous peope of this county who have no passdr entering
and laving village.

[These types  of

incidents] have really

happened in this region

[laughing while he

spoke]. For a pass o

enter and kave the

village, @eryone has o

pay about 2,000 [kyat]

per month. A photo of

the holder must be
included Thumbs need

This permit allows the holder to stay in Kywe t0 be fingerprinted And
Thone Nyi Ma village for 3 days then, the signatire of the
local military officer or
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ExTORTION

According to Ko Maung Shain, it is on theyve Thone Nyi Ma vikge tail
that everyone has b pay a monthly fine for work permission, in adlition to
the pass br leaving and entring the village in oder to scrape the rubber
plants. Thesedes ae adling a healhy income b troops’ packets. Residents
have had b pay the fee since the Nay Unit No. 43 seized rubber @ntations
on the ishnd The &es were reported on more extensively on June 28 by Nai
Pan Maung, a wst Kywe Thone Nyi Ma esicent and a fve-acre rubber
plantation owner:

Both on this isknd, where the Nary has been based and in Min Thar
village of the east isind, the rubber pantation owners have to pay a
monthly fine to the particular military group fo permission o scrape
their rubber plants. This sarted five years ago The avners have to
pay in unison. Thee are wo types of fines. The phtation owners
in both the western group and the eastrn group of Kywe Thone Nyi
Ma have to pay 100, 000 Kat for the food cost of the Nary on the
island And then, ér the Ka-Dike Commandan adlitional2500 to
3000 thousand [kyat] per month has b be paid This acurs every
month. [We] have to
pay without fail. If
there is a missed
payment, [the Navy]
creates a poblem.
Therefore, é&pending
on the area of the
plantation, the rubber
plantation owners
have to pay [the fine]
in ratio. The avners
like me who own five-
acre phntation have to
pay at lkeast 20,000
kyat every month [and
| have been paying the
fine] to get
permission to scrape
Villagers must pay a fee to enter their own land the rubber plants up ©

after it is confiscated this year when [the

Human Rigts Foundaion of Monland — Burma | June - JuR011



Burmas Nay Atacks Civiians' Lielihood

plantation] was seized After Songkran, the Nay Unit No. 43 had
placed a signboad reading, ‘Army Land” at ry plantation, and afer
that | didn’t do any rubber scraping. That vas ast month. Een
though the pantations were seized via the new vilge headhan Nai
A-Lay, the responsibk persons fom the Nary had announced that if
the designated monthly fine can be paidthe rubber scaping can be
mack. Theefore, my younger son has e-scraped the rubber pants
now by paying 30,000 [kyat] per month. If the heavy rain comes,
[scraping rubber] has © be sbpped In conalision, they have come
and managed our @n resources using their paver. Péase ask
every plantation owner on Kywe Thone Nyi Ma Isind Even relatives
of the village headhan had b give up [their plantation] to the Navy
if they are a pantation owner. Nav the land has been seize&o no
rubber scraping is @ne. Itis natiral that peopk cdn’'t want to ceal
with things which are not theirs.

This interview with Nai Pan Maung @arly shows that not only did

the navy wrongfully seize vilagers’ &nd in the alea, but further exploited the
villagers ly charging unfair fines in order to pay for the Navy’s food supplies
and other amenities.

A Tavoyan-Karen youth from a villge in ¥byu Township, who

received a &w degree and curently works with rubber trading, opined that
the reason br the local military to make stict checks on the bcak, 1 restict
the travel, and b put the navy base drectly in the villages is b get regional
control and to cut the information flow:

The seizuie may be or both their military business and their base
extension. Aryhow, they [the Navy] had afeady broken the
international siandard of human rights. If they cut the information
flow now, the real events carit reach the meda and actvists. The
aren't allowing any leak of this sort of inbrmation during this time
—the sarting era of their so-caked ‘cvilian government. | think the
violations have accurred due to that reason [making an effirt to
appear like a cvilian government that respecs the ruke of hw].
According to human natire, if one has dne soméhing wrong, they
don’t trust anyone, or their surroundings. These vid@tions prove
they [the Navy] already know they have dne immoral things
[unfairly seized &nd].
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LAND GoNFiscaloN Resuirs IN FORCED MIGRATION AND A
SEARCHFOR NEw LIVELIHOODS

According to a brmer Village Race and Deelopment Council
(currently known as the \llage Administration) staff member (who serned
from 2004-2009), afeer the Burmese geernment’s naval force No 43
confiscated the rubber phntations, some vilagers Ell apart, emotionally
and financially. They were unabé to keep living in their home areas and
were bereft of the means ¢ a lving which they had ormerly depenced
Unable to work on their own land, they coutl only watch as other vilagers
worked on their plantantions. This brmer staff member tlls of how,

“Army Land” signboat placel by the Nay Unit No. 43
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conseqtently, some of
the victims of land

confiscation left their

home villages b start a
new life dsewhere:

Everyone who lives

here would see [the

signs] and hear [the

orders]. It's wvery

frustrating. We have

heard the making

A sign @ Nai Han Seirs plartation in the eastern part of clicking sounds with
the village, marking it for confiscation the tongues [a sign of

strong displeasure], cepression, and sobbing since the beginning of
this year. Some rubber @ntation owners fell apart when their
plantations got tiken over right away because thg had panned the
land to be adng-term business. Most of them wre originally working
as rubber pantation workers. They are rubber farmers, so wat
else can thg do? Afer the army set up red-colored signboads,
saying, ‘Army Land” [or literally TatMyay in Burmese] [on the
rubber plantations that they confiscaked] in late April and May, some
of those phntation owners who lost their land begn to move out of
the village. Asdr as | knav, there have been 32 &milies which
have moved out of both vilages, the vesterly and easerly village.
Nothing was faken abng with them [when they left]. Just packd
their clothes and then the keft the villages. Some of thosaimilies
are \very close b me.

Dawv Ma e is among the vidgers, mentoned above, who lost
their land and had 6 move. She is 45-gars-ot and had Ived in the
eastkern part of Kyol-don Nyi-ma bebre moving with her family to a
suburban area of Thanlyuzayat Township.

One Mon vilager who is 61-years-od, and brmerly sered as a
member of the VPDC from 2004-2009, gave an interview on June"2dbout
the fate of villagers who lost their land:

My relative, Nai HanSein, bst 6 acies of rubber pantation, from the
eastern part of the village. [Aferward] Together with his family,
they moved to La-mine Subtownship, Ye Township, and had b rely
on what they cout find to work and live on. Another &mily, Nai

“Note: concerned with rubber plantations confiscation, names of some sources and

| uttu , you irectly u
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Kyaw Win and Ma Htve's family, moved to the ¥byu Township
area, working in another owner’s plantation [for survival]. Justike
the other villagers who lost land After the naval forces bok over the
rubber plantations, the vilegers mosed avay and it seemed ery
silent and emgy [in the village].

According to cetailed accouns of certin villagers Iving in the

western area of Kywe Thone Nyi Ma, ninegmilies chose ® move to western
and northern Ye township, in order to work as day laborers on other avners’
rubber plantations.

Mi Ei Yin, a 44-year-oMd resicent of the western village part of Kwe

Thone Nyi Ma isdnd, explained haw her family moved to Ye township, setling
down there temporarily and working in order to survive:

We chose t work here as ve are only capabé of working like this.
The dfference is that we changed fom being the empbyer/o wner
of a rubber phntation into an empbyee of a rubber ghntation. Now,
my husband and | hae jobs working at this rubber plantation. The
plantation owner is not a stanger, he is our elative. Haring to work
as an empbyee, scaping the rubber tees, cuting bushes, and making
a route which prevents fire from reaching [the tees]... Athe
moment, we are thinking about growing some kind of fruit beween
the rows of rubber tees. ...thg afeady started growing pineapple
plants. As bng as
we can work, it is
okay for our daily
meak. To support
our kids [going] to
school in this
upcoming rainy
season, we, wife
and husband have
to work harder. Just
like this [as you
can see]: life
restarts at the

beginning.
“Army Land” signboat seen on Nai Hla Go'rubber Mi Ei
plantation Yin's husband’s

name is Nai Hi-Qp,
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[estimated to be 45
years ol and a brmer
resicent of the western
village part, Kywe
Thone Nyi Ma vilage
ward]. Nai Ha-Qo is
only abk to uncerstand
a little bit of Burmese,
yet cannot speak
Burmese at allNai Ha
Oo recaled that

because of having
Another ‘Army Land” signboal seen on a rubber difficulty with the
plantation in the western part of Kywe Thone
Nyi Ma village language and adw

education level he and

his wife were forced
to give avay their five acres of rubber pantation which lay in the northern
part of Kywe Thone Nyi Ma vikge ward:

We are persons beingdrced and hae no paver at all e cannot
speak their knguage either And we just Eft the village Ike this

because it vas not ony us whose pantations were seizedbut others
as well. We tell ourserlves that property is just an impermanent
thing, and it is not Do late: we can sart a new life if we can work.

After that, we, my wife and | bgether with thr ee kids, &ft our home
village as otherdmilies ceparted Regarding the hw, if someone is
ablke to hdp, I sill hope to g my plantation back. That's because &
feel deep regret for working very hard [on our plantation] and

devoting our invesiment in it [and losing it].

Some esicents currently working and living in a new aea, sated
that they had not wanted to move out of their home vilages, vhere their
families had beenilving for four decacdks. But they were forced o kave
because thg had no other ogportunity to work and suséin their families.

Like those who cecided to sdtle cown in a new phace and estrt their
life, somedft their home villages ér Thailand, chasing to work as ilegal
migrant workers. v June 26th, WRFOM mag contct with three amilies
who had recently moved to Thailnd after their rubber plantations were
confiscated on Kywe Thone Nyi Ma Isind The imilies spolen to ended up
in Prachuab Kri khan Province, southern Thaind, in the beginning of Mg
this year.
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Nai Maung Are Lin, a 42-gar-old former resicent of the easern
part of Kywe Thone Nyi Ma vikhge ward, explained that his s&ven acres of
rubber plantation took him 15 years to grow. His paents panted the tees
first and then, around five years agg he be@gn to gain an income fom
tapping the rubber. He &xplained though, that he had beendrced  pay the
naval force tens of thousand of kyat per month just to be albwed to tap his
own rubber trees. Afer his plantation was tiken over, he &ft his village br
northern Thailand, abng with two other families in May, to work with his
younger brother’s family. In an inerview, he bld HURFOM he vorries about
working in Thailand illegally:

Here, everything is okay for me at the moment When | see the
rubber plantations here, | am eminded of ny rubber plantation. |
still have a keing of atachment [to working on my rubber
plantation]. | am working illegally, but since the Thai geernment
will issue migrant worker cards now [in June], | will cb my best o
get one —that's b be abé to work legally. Here, as it is not ny native
place, | hae to be caeful for everything. No securiy yet. But, in

These are three families from Kywe Thone Nyi Ma village seen in early
June 2011. They left theri homes to look for new jobs in late May 2011.
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my mind, it is a ime | have to stuggle to get out of from the worst
time just like in a tle. For me, no ate night is later than midnight
[Burmese proverb]. Nothing will come tue if | keep being frustated
As much as the time | have, I'm here to work. One thing that is better
here is having no army dogs [referring to the naval force from his
home village]. \& b not have to pay monthly fees either Yet, | am
just afraid of the Thai police as | have not got any Thai migrant
worker card/w ork permit card. The other tvo families, Nai Ah-
kyaw family and Nai Bal&mily, which came b Thaiand abng with
our family, are working in another Thai avner’s plantation, which

is not really far from here. | hope &erything will gr adually become
okay. | want to ge& my rubber plantation back if we can managed
that legally.

Nai Ah-kyaw, 40, and Nai Bak6, aso hase their own hopes br the
future. Nai Ah-kyaw commented that he has not been ablto forget how his
rubber plantation was tiken over without him allowing it. He ado explained
how regretful he fees about the &ct that his nav 12-year-old trees on his fie
acres of rubber pantation were appable. Bdow he cescribes his curent
situation in Thailand:

| feel like I've become very weak as | found out that there is nothing
left for me after 10 years of working hard [on my rubber
plantation]. They, a goup ked by Seigeant Hun Wai came b se up a
red-colored signboad, illustrating “Canbnment Ared’ in late April.
At the time, | knew that ny land was being &ken over by the
government. My wife was so egretful and she became ery
depressed | got her back, cheering her upybsuggesing a new sart
and we Eft for Thailand For my two sons, ve had b take them out of
schaool to come with us b Thailnd As we came hee with the whole
family, we faced mary different difficulties geting into Thailand
Now, it is not really okay to settle cbwn; but rather we focus our
mind on geting good jobs, and then skling down. We are urged by
our employer to ge a work permit. We might do that to become

legal.

Thailand has aer one million registered migrant workers from
Burma and ezen more unregistered workers. Most migants from Burma
have come b Thaiknd in seach of bater economic ogortunities than they
originally had in their homdowns inside Burma. The indviduals that were

Human Rigts Foundaion of Monland — Burma | June - JuR011



Burmas Navy Attacks Civiians' Lielihood

previously interviewed by HURFOM bebre the hnd confiscaton were

indirectly forced o kave their homes with their families due to government

policies, which effectively kicked them off of their avn land Without any

financial security and means ¢ support themselves, maly have been érced
to work as dhily unskilled kbor, living on day-to-day subsisience. And
conseqtently, they are unabek to plan for the future.

ANALYSISAND CONCLUSION

According to the Lhited Naions sttute on Crimes Aginst Humanity,
“the forcible ransfer of a popuation®” constitutes a crime aginst humanity.
By seizing &nd aleady owned and cutivated by villagers on lywe Thone
Nyi Ma Ishnd and neaby villages in ¥byu Township, the Burmese
government has eféctively confiscaed and brced the brmer population to
evacuate the ishnd and their ovn land pbts. A eport which analyzed the
effects of hnd confiscaton on the citizens of Burma e&plains that, “when
rur al househotls are diven off their lands, or ale gradually and coninually
impoverished, then the abilty to improve the family’s condtion is cenied
and the survival of the family is jeopadized.™

Not only has the Burmese geernment blatantly disregarded the
UN'’s satutes on crimes aginst humanity, by robbing its citizens of their
livelihoods, but the gernment has commited these crimes gen after it
supported the UN. Decaration on the Ridnts of Indigenous Reoplke, which
stipulates that, “No relocation shall ake phce without the free, prior and
informed consent of the indgenous peopts concerned and aétr agreement
on just and fir compensaton and where possibé, with the ogtion of return.””
The interviews condicted by HURFOM fidd reporters ckarly show that the
seizure of nd, though informed of bebrehand by the phcement of ed fiags,
took no account of the indvidual owners’ permission. And monthsater,
former landowners have received no compensabn. Ako, within the UN

Shttp://www.un.org/icc/crimes.htm#humanity

GHudson—Rodd, Dr. Nancy, Dr. Myo Nyunt, Saw Thamain Tun, and Sein Htay.The Impact of the
Confiscation of Land, Labor, Capital Assets and Forced Relocation in Burmaby
theMilitaryRegime.Http:www.ibiblio.org/obl/docs/land_confiscation1-
20.pdf.OnlineBurmalLibrary, May 2003. Web. 20 July 2011.

"The Burma-China Pipelines: Human Rights Violations, Applicable Law,and Revenue Secrecy. Rep.
no. Situation Briefer No.1. Earthrights International, Mar. 2011. Web. June 2011. <http://
www.earthrights.org/sites/default/files/documents/the-burma-china-pipelines.pdf>.
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Dechration on the Ridnts of Indgenous Reopk, there is a specified potection
clause of ¢hnic minorities native to the area. It is &ident by the bnd
confiscation conducted on Kywe Thone Nyi Ma Isind, in which the total
population is ethnic Mon, that this protection of ethnic minorities was
compketely disregarded This is especiajl ckar given that mary ethnic Mon
have been brced off their bnd and ake obligated to make a Ife dsewhere.

Burma has ado ratified the Corventions on the Ridnts of the Chid
(CRC) and the Cowention on the Eimination of Discrimination of Women
(CEDAW)2. Both corventions prescribe the necessit by the gorernment of
insuring the rights of both women and chitiren and theiefore forbidding the
government to take action against these wo groups in ways that impede
their rig hts to shdter and susenance. Aricle 27 of the CR shtes that “Sates
Parties recognize the ridnt of every child to a sandard of living acequate for
the child’s physical menal, spiritual, moral and seial devebpment®”” By
forcing families off their land, the rights of the chil and the rights of women
have been viohted

8The Burma-China Pipelines: Human Rights Violations, Applicable Law, and Revenue Secrecy.

Rep. no. Situation Briefer No.1. Earthrights International, Mar. 2011. Web. June 2011. <http://
www.earthrights.org/sites/default/files/documentsthe-burma-china-pipelines.pdf>.
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REGCOMMENDATIONS

To Mon Political Party: All Mon Region Democracy Party

Though the national elections, which the Burmese geernment hed
on November 7, 2010 were ceemed fraudulent and unfair by most
international bodies, a small number of official from the ehnic minority
parties gained political positions within the new padiament. Amongst these
new officials are politicians from the All Mon Regions Demearacy Rarty
(AMRDP). The AMRDRan on the basis of figting for the rights of the g¢hnic
Mon peopek in Burma. Considring their pledges, it is ecommenad that the
AMRDP ake note of the &nd confiscaton and human richts abuses ongoing
in Kywe Thone Nyi Ma Isind Most of these poblems are dir ectly affecting
the Mon popuétion living on the ishnd As patiamentary members in a
government-designaied “cemocracy’ HURFOM impbres AMRDPd take isste
with these human rights abuses in ¥byu Township and seek change and
compensation.

To Internat ional Labour O rganization in Burma

Burma has ao ratified a convention against the use of érced hbor
with the International Labor Giganization. Mary cases ofdnd confiscaton
in Burma kad o the use oférced hbor to cutivate the bnd formerly seized
HURFOM adrises the ILO o pay special atention to the nd confiscaton
abuses ongoing on e Thone Nyi Malsind in order to insure that forced
labor dbes not begin b occur.

To UN Human Rights Special Rapporteur on Myanmatr:

Finally, TTomas Qea Quintna, the Whited Nations Special
Rapporteur on human rights in Burma, who finished a bur around Thaiknd
in May 2011 to discuss the ongoing abuses comndted by the Burmese
government, must insist on a Commission of Inquiry on the viations
committed by the Burmese geernment constituting Crimes A@inst
Humanity. A Commission of Inquiry condcted is a sép towards making the
Burmese gawernment take responsibility for the abuses it inficts on the
citizens of Burmaas well as pressure the gavernment to change it ways and
insure the rights of its citizens by providing them with sustenance, shéer,
and the abilty to make a iving.
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APPENDICES

A report made by Navy Unit No. 43 showing the names, ID numbers,
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A report made by Navy Unit No. 43 showing the names, ID numbers,
signatures, and home villages of plantation owners on Kywe Thone Nyi
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A report made by Navy Unit No. 43 showing the names, ID numbers,
signatures, and home villages of plantation owners on Kywe Thone Nyi
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A list compiled by some villagers showing names of plantation owners and









